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" Dear Folks: ) :

The train is just beginning to warm up and I am going to try
and write you a long letter from beginning to end. First of all
we left home yesterday morning at 8:30 A.M. and believe it or not
the sun was shining. We had a grand time and I saw so much of
the countryside. The trip took 5% hours over fairly good roads.
Germany is so strange. You see a cluster of houses surrounded by
the cultivated gardens. - The farmers do not each own a piece of
land with their house on it, they wakk from their house to their
piece of land and believe me the so called barn hitches on to their
house so that pigs, cows, hens and people practically all live’
together. We stopped off at Nurnburg and went to the PX there.

- Nurnburg is a very large place and it seemed good to see a large

PX. You cannot imagine the feeling. I just had to look at loads
of American products. _ '

If you reéall your papers Nurnburg is where all the famous trials’
were held. I saw the house of Justice where the trials were held.
Also saw the large building Hitler had commenced for his world :
capital, The building is beautiful but not finished. ~Large blocks
of bricks are still in piles waiting. Also, this large field where
Hitler intended having his reviews. Then we rode past the Walled
city of Nurnburg which is years old. ‘The wall around the o0ld city
was bullt in 800 and it is stillthere, imagine that. We stopped

‘at Ingolstadt to eat and fill up the gas tankand thén I crossed-

the Blue Danube. The-Biue~Bamrube. I still pinch myself to

think all this could happen to me. Me crossing the Danube. The
Blue Danube was not blue and really was a disappointment to me.
We then rode by Dachau where that horrible concentration camp was.

Then Munich itself is really something. Saw Hitler Platz a large
opeh-air ampitheatre(Iguess you call - it that) where lie made so
many of his speeches. Saw the rubble of his house, nothing but
walls standing. We stayed at this Excelsior Hotel, a beautiful
place. The dinner was delicious, and with dinner we had a bottle
of sparkling burgundy. We walked around the stores of Munich and
went into a German départment store (my first) and it reminded me
Of Filene's basement. Not a bit attractive looking and sup-
posedly one of the better stores. That is all for now. Oh yes,
my travelling companions are lovely. There are four of us.

1:30 P.M.

We are now beginnimg to go through the Alps and it is truly
beautiful. 7You can see the snow on the tops plus the clouds in
between and it is Jjust gorgeous. The houses are altogether dif-
ferent looking, more like the Swiss chalets. Of course all
houses are of brick or stone of some sort, but these houses are s’
spread out and prettier, not peasant looking. All have balconies.

Our train is not too bad. This is a German train and we each were
given a bag of food (picnic¢ style) for our lunch which consisted of
2 hardboiled eggs, 1 apple, banana, pear and orange, 1 bottle of
mineral water which I hate, and 2 sandwiches. Not bad, hey.
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We are now at the Austrian.border and brother what a job to get
through. 7You practically have to stand an your héad. They check
your passports, visa, and askma million questions. This to at least
3 Germans that speak no English. SO help me, I actually feel like
a criminal and my heart is pounding. Without a doubt 25 various
conductors have clecked on us. We are beginning to roar at it all
now, for we know we have our tickets (we hope) okay. I have seen
my first really beautiful castle and it is gorgeous. Something
like the Ocean House, although this is a large brick white., I
have never seen such beauty.We are now entering the Solbad Hall,
in Tirol and this is most beagtiful. Oh Marion, how I do wish

you could see this place.

6:45 P.M.

We have just had dinner at the Brenner Pass and it was really de-
licious, all Italian foods and a small bottle of wine. I had a
marvelous time flirting with these Italian Policemen that guard

the station. One nice-looking, young man that could speak a little
American asked me if I knew any girls he could write to and marry
in the U.S.A., as he wanted to go there. We gave them some cig-
arettes.

Friday 6:30 A.M.
Good Morning:

Well to tell you the truth I didnot sleep any too well but I don't
feel the least tired now altho I would love some clean air. You
see the 4 of us went 2nd class and had to sit up all night and it
was rough but the difference in prices is really something, -

It is amazing to go from one country to another and everything

is so different. 1 keep pinching myself wondering if it is all
true. The Italians seem s0 much gayer than the Germans and their
language is softer to your ears. Germans are so serious and you’
would never see groups of them together laughing as you see here.
Most of my travels so far in Italy has been at night except at the
various stations so I cannot describe the houses or towns to you.
Remember I am writing this on a fast moving train.

Sat. Morning 7:55 A.M.

Good Morning, I do hope you will appreciate this bit for I assure
you I would like to sleéep but I do know that this letter would
never get finished then. Let me see now, we arrived in Roma at
8:15 yesterday morning and got off in the most beautiful rail-
road station that I have ever been in. This station is all marble
very modern, loads of glass walls and simply beautiful. Right
outside the station I saw the Servian Wall which is nothing really
but a part af a very old wall built in 42 A.D. Then we came to

our hotel "The Villa Washington" and washed up and had breakfast.
This hotel belongs to-a Prince, is simply elegant, gorgeous chand-
eliers, high ceilings, very ornate looking and medieval furniture
(with the exception of the beds and night stands) Evidently he has
had to turn his house into a hotel since the war. Then we had
coffee and rolls for breakfast and I detest the coffeé, but that

is all I hate so far. The coffee is thick and strong. Then we went
shopping and Marion I guess I never wished more for money in my
life. The shops are beautiful, sweaters, blouses, tablecloths,
jewelry, lingerie, dolls out of this world. I saw everything I
wanted for everyone especially a bloues for you. But this is a
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Pilgrimage and not a shopping trip.

We also had to go to the American Express and get our money .
changed and find out abbut our tours.

So then home to lunch wheferwe had spagheﬁtiffirsp,'then .
roast veal, gpadied carrots, potatoes, wine, and fruit. The meal
was delicious.

Then out for ou#7first tour. En route:ih a filled bus the guide
‘would point out various places such as where Nero had'his Golden
hpuse and the baﬁhs,-the wall which enclosed Rome Epc; We stopped
and went iptd St. Mary Major and my heart went plop! I had goose
bq@ps and a lump came in my thréat. ThisVI can't describe bup to
see first of all thé different Pilgrimages in groups of fifty
being led by a priest_with someone c.rrying a cross either
reciting litanies, singing or praying out loud was most inspiring.'-
Then in came a-group of nuns sing@ng with their sweet voices--
all this I seemed to notice first.

Then the church itself--imagine a beautiful marble floor,
gdrgeous designcalled’The Cosmatti Pavgment,SOQ_years_old. The -
ceiling AQO years of age decorated wiﬁh the first gold frbm

America brought by Columbus. The 36,columns,eighteen on each

.8ide is fifteen centuries old,

The paintings seem SO alive lpoking. In the Borghese chapel
of this church the present Pope gave his first Mass. Tﬁis chépel
has the Madonna said to have been painted by St._Luke. It>is;the
Blessed Virgin holding Jesus. It isn't a bit faded lobking apd7 
zs you keep looking at the eyes itrseems to do something‘to you.

Another chapel has the tomb of Pope Pius the Fifth. This
is glassed in so you can see all but his face. He is wearing the

same clothes in which he was buried. He is the Pope who had the



.
. -

vision about thés church.

From there we went to St. Peters-ln-Chains where. I actually
saw the chains. They too are enclosed in glass. This church has
Michaelangelo's Moses and what a life like-statuef you can even
see the veins in his hands, his pilercing eyes,etc.

After tha# we went to the Coliseum and what history! Just
rdins stiil three sides of the building can be seen. Our guide
showed us a piece of metal about two thousand years old. ¥ou
could clearly see where the monsters all sat, where varioug

staircases were, the cages where the animals were kept,etc. I

lsféle a tiny little rock from there!

Then we drove along the Appian Way stopping everyﬂnow and
then to see the o;d Public Baths. This is the same road,of course
fixed up, that St. Peter took in 42A.D. We saw the spot(a_qhurch
is there) where Our Lord appeared‘to St. Peter in a vision. I
saw the exact piece of marble in which are the footprints of OQur
Lord. This is in the church at the Catacombs.

Ve wentrthrough two floors of the Catacombs and Pa even you
would be impressed here. You go down through caves,very creepy,
and see firdt century inscriptions here and there-saw Augustus
Caesar's. There are va;ious dug out places with marble coffins
and so help me skeletons are still there.Ope iarge tomb(np one
knows whose it is) has a marble designed ceiling. I‘glsa saw where
St. Peter was buried ang-the mosiac flopr was lovely.

I bought Rosaries there from the Franciscan Monks. After
dinner we talked”ovér all we saw and then fell into bed.
This morning we weﬁt through the Vatican and its Museum.

This was indeed most interesting. There I saw
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a statue of Hercules from the sixth century, Apollo from before
Christ. This statue-was-foundAip fragmentg and in places had to

be restored but you could- see Just;where. We.went into the
Sistine Chapel and saw many of Michae;angélo;s_paintings.
Believe me they were really beautiful. Then we saw many stones
with hieroglyphics which Pa woulq like to have seen. I touched
them all and imagined those days. The MosiacAis something--~
small particles of marble fittediinto pictures and one was very
colorful,a basket of flowers right from the first century and
nothing added to it at all.

There was also a marble chariot the Greeks used and
this had been all glued together making it still look intact.
The whole place was out of this world and something I'll never
forget.

of course the crowning touch to our day was seeipg phe
Pope.Il really was carried away at this and the crowds there._
All the Italians shout "Viva" and then everyone follows suit.
He looks exacfly 1ike his pictures only his hair is now gray
but he looks well.His eyes are very piercing and expressive.
He gives a speech in German both Bavarian and Prussian German;Spanish;

French, Italian, andthinshz You would be amazed at the number

of English and Americansvthe;e. You,could_tell by the applause
when he was speaking Egglish._I th;pk,he looked right at me once
but it is hard to tell.,We gfe_trying tg‘get a private audience
for Tuesday but that is_difficult.'Hé blessed all I had with me
plus everyone eclses. -

The Swiss guards who surround him are something to see
with their colorful uniforms. All the Italian costumes are

beautiful.
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Well we stayed . at Saint Peters for two hours and ‘the time
flew.It was now 2.15 and time for lunch. Afterwards we went shopping

and to St. Rita's Church.

Although this is not so outstanding it is supposed t0~be-_
one of the favo;ite churches of Rome. I prayed hard there especially
for world peace.

The stores are gorgeous but the prices outrageQus.l came

back emptyhanded but I still intend buying something for myself
from Rome.

It is now 7.15 and dinner will be. served in fifteen minutes

- s0 I better freshen up. I am very tired but will feel better«after

dinner. Tonight we arevgoing.to the famous Hotel Excelsior where
all the four hundred of America meet.
Sunday 4:00 P.M.

Back again for just a moment. We have justvfinished lunch
and now are going to hire a horse dréwn carriage to sée Rome .

This morning until 2:30 P.M. that is, we made the
Pilgriamage. To do this you must receive, visit four churches,
and say four Ou:~Fathews;@H@ilfM§ryg; Glory Be To The Fathers;

and one Apostles"Creed;_?he“dhureheS'werevall packed and so

e . | “Peters
help me it did things to me. St.-. e

~1is simply beautiful,

At SEOT

imagine it is larger'thaanadispn.Squére Garden and the_statués
alone are~just immense$#W§ kissed the bronze foot of St. Peter
that was made in“the'fifth-century and each year the foot must
be repaired as thg/brdnzé*ishworn>off by kiSsing.

We visited St. .Pauk's, one of the four churches,épd the
altar where the Blessed Sacrament is exposed is magnificent,Saw

just where the three fountains sprung up,now three altars are there}

and touched the marble pillar wnere St. Paul was tfied. One should



Ad

certainly visit Rome if there are any doubts in one's mind as to
being a Catholic. |

Also visited St. John The Lateran, another ma jor church and
dne of the four. This is the oldest and.greatest of all.'This is
the church the Pope claims for his cathedral. Imagine ﬁhe main
doors which IAtouched.were built by Julius Caesar.Many Bernine
statues are here. Aiso therg is fhe wooden Papal altar said to
have been used by St. Peter. i will tell you nore tomorrow as we
must go now. 4 o
7:45 P. M.

Right now I am so excitedil can hardly think let alone write
but I must tell you phis. We have a p;ivate.audience‘with the Pope
tomorrow morning at 9:15 A. M. Just imagine, the: four of us and
it was all my doings,that is the part of asking for it. You see
I borroWed a "Pllgrims' Guide Of Rome" from our library at Bad
Kissingen and really this has been wonderful for informing me of
things‘i would have overlooked. Anyway the book gives the address
of TthAmerican College,.a Jesuit college, aqd it says you might
be able to_get a Baciamano,kissing the fing;_audience 80 1_
suggested we try this; and after some persuasiqn we went theref
0f course you know‘me, whereas the others said,"Oh no, we shouldn'ty
"The Pope would never see us;" "It's too nervy," etc. I kept
insisting it would do no harm to try. Well we went there and met
a Father Lafferty and his first question was,"What is your reason?"

-We all,even I,were dumbfounded as‘to_a good reason but
Mrs. Heavey's husband is the commanding officer_of Hammelburg and
the Father said that was_a_good reason. So you see if I didn't

insist upon our going, even though'it is due to Mrs. Heavey, we

would not have had the audience.
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I brought my black faille dress, shoes, and bag biit we had to

buy a black mantilla for our heads.

My book says private_audiences are givgn only tQ_senior members
of the Roman hierarchy especially the Sec. of State, Cardipal'Prefects
of Congregations, Royalty, Ambassadors or Diplomats--so what are
we I wonder?

Mamie, won't' you be thrilled to know your niece talked to the
Pope and I am so glad I bought -the Madonna. I hope you 1ike it.

‘I have purchased Rosaries for the rest of you. I am so thrilled
I can't think oflanything else.

But I must give an account of my day. We went for a ride in
a hansomg through the Borghese Parks and then to Dbyey’s'where the
elite meet to eat French or Italian pastries'and coffee, They are
so gay and smart looking. Brother though I have also seen the Italian
peasants. )

. After that we walked to The American College where Father L.
gave us the good news. Then across the street to St. Rita's church
and prayed real hard. Then we came home. We had intended to go bp
the exclusive Hotel Ixcelsior for a cocktail but decided to come
home and study the book so as to be able to converse with the Pope
in the morning. We intended going to cbmmuniqn first thing and
then buying our mantillas, then our audience._

‘This has really been a lovely trip and my travelling companions
are very nice. We =re all in a holy mood and I can't even think
of shopping. I do wish'qu were with me to see all)o; you fo}ks)
but you all may be assuré& I am praying hard for you. Marion, this
letter will also include the Henrys for I can't possibly write
all this twice. I keep thinking I am not good enough to kiss the

Pope's ring but I know all of you wish you could be me so I will
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try to do the best I can. _
Tuesday 7:15 A. M.
Imagine I have just come from church and here I am writing.
The others are all in bed but now I seem to wake up automatically
at 6:30 so decided to gorto church on my last morning_ianome.
| I almost feel lkke I am in Heaven. The churches are so

beautiful here and the choirs lovely and I have missed all that.

Well I suppose you want to hear the news.Yes 1 saw phe Pqpe
yesterday and he asked me where I came from in the states, abogt
my children and if they are good,and then he spied my bag in which
I was carrying Mamie's Madonna and wanted to know if I had
something to be blessed. Now how do you like that? Every American
we have talked to; and there are many here on Pilgrimage, wonder
how we did it! |

I honestly think it was a wonderful mistake for listeh to
this.We were out in front of St. Peters at &:40 A.M. but by the
time we arrived in the anteroom of the Pope's receiving rooms it
was 9:00 A.M. precisely, and all these navy men, marines, plus
Americans were coming out. Then a Cardinal took our invitation
and in French (Mrs. Heavey can speak French) said we were too late!
Why me,ofall people it shéﬁld_érfedt\go,rITdon't~know,.but I
actually burst out crying and Qﬁe Qf the Ambassadors Qas moved
and said to wait. He tQQK;ﬁpﬁ_}pvitatioﬁ¥f;®m the Cardinal, read

it, and then another CardihalfandﬂA@ba$sador came up and the four

argued. We think two were.f ‘usiaédntwo against becausem they

kept looking at their watéhesiandftalking and it was still not
9:15. So my Ambassador, as I call him, walked away with the
invitation,‘came back and told us to hurry. We ran throogh about

three rooms and a hall and then came to this room where he
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motioned to us to get ready. We had to fix our mantillas and of
course we were out of composure completelyAHut we_lined~gp and
he came in. Words cannot describe the feeling; Gerrle Freymuth
(she is my roomate and I like her a lot) was first. She knelt and
kissed his ring, spoke a few words and I was next.Just to look
at me he knew I was upset so.arter kissing his ring he held my
hand and talked to me. My answers I can't even remember for there
was such a lump in my throat. Then hg turned to Jocelyn_Heavey
and her mother and spoke a few words. Then he spoke to each one
of us again and.we all knelt and received:the PapalAblessing.'I
did ask for an extra blessing for my three children. The Cardinals
and\Ambassadors were standing in back of the Pope beaming at us.
On the way out "my" Ambassador held my hand and I kept saying
"Gracios" andv"Merci beaucoup” for I still don't know if he were
the Italian or French Ambassador!

THBen we went back to where our coats were and all the

"Cardinals and Ambassadors were looking but by this time my nerves

were all shot to pieces and if I didn't cry again-bgt-this time
gently and only for a few moments! It was so impressive to see

the Pope, the Cardinals in red”velvet;.the Ambassadors in tai1s,
breeches, and black patent- leather.shoes with buckles on them, the
Swiss Guards with their Striped costumes which Michaelangelo
designed for them. They hold long hatchet looking affairs. The Pope
himself wore his white outfit, white beanie hat, beautiful red

velvet shoes with gold beadlng. HlS face is very klnd looklmg 1

think he 1s a bit hard of hearlng for I noticed he turns one ear
toward you. His eyes are almost black, his hair mostly gray,and
he' is thin but wiry looking. His face is lined with age though.

The place itself is beautiful. I am trying to be most

OB.Serving on This Trip bvt T can't seem To reca)/
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much of the room we were_received in. I do recall so clearly the
Pope himself end the Ambassador trying to tell us where and when .
to kneel;etc. The- Pope asked us. where we were now living, if our'
husbands were in the Army or Navy, and then turned to me and asked
where I came from in the states. When I said Mass. he wanted to
knew'if it were-Boeton. I eaidfnorth of Boston. He asked. Jocelyn
- if she were studying_ete. He asked me what I did and I said I had
three little children. He said how little so I gave their ages,and
with a smile he aekediif they were good. I beamed ail_qver and said
I thought so. After that was when he noticed the bag and‘bleseed-
everything. I can assure you I am broke from bgying:Rosaries but
«s long as I knew we_were_getting»thisiblessing;I;deeided_tq g0
ail out. I must confess in my hurry I forgot a thing_for_a man
including my own husband although I had teken his beede along.
Mamie, I know you will treasure your Medonna-and'l in tprn
some day will love‘having it to give ta Patty. EveryOne remembers
and remerksvon the beauty of it and now it has taken on an added
'beauty.
_ I o Wednesday_S:lS A.M. o
This little bit is going to end up my letter.‘First of all
yesterday morning after writ;ng you we ate and went on our lasti
tour going thrdugh the‘FQrum, This is strictly ancient and historic.
The ground has all been exeavated tovwhat was the street leyel
in B.C. and it is amazing how far beneath the present it is. We
saw the exact spot where Julius Caesar was cremated, where phe
so-called House of Senate had their buil@ings,<the‘columns_end some
of the freizes are still standing. We waw where Mark Anthony
delivered his speech,fthe‘varioms stalls or market places and_imagine

in the Court of Justice parts of the floor are still standing.



Small pieces 6f the sidtz Qf thg wallsband some of theAmarble
decorations are still there too. Aparrently this is wonderful marble
because much of it is still intagt. The guide has you right back
in the first century and it makes one feel strange toughing these
various walls and walking on the floors.

We saw a few of the tombs, a few empty caskets, also
columns &6 one buillding that the archaelogists can't figure out
for it goes back to before the first things were discovered. Qur
guide.says it is called "The House Of Satan" and must have been
made right tbn the beginning of time.

Next we saw the Capitoline Hill which Michaelangelo
designed. The City Hall is there now and was then.

In the afternoon I had to buy the children some gifts
and the prices are sky high. I ended up buylng little Swiss Guard
mlnlatures which I'll let them see and then take away. Isn't
that cruel?

This train is wicked. Weare over the wheels and oh how we
jog! We took a sieeper but I siyre did not sleep. I do not like
trains much at all.

LastAnight we had tea and scones in a tearoom and‘met a
Mr. and Mrs. Petrich. They are going to be in Boston around December
16th or 17th and she will call you up. She is most charming and
of course not poor. _ |

I gyess that is about all althoughll know I have missed
télling you so much. The Vatican Museum Pa’would love for its
history. You should see the ancient sunldial there. Also the
Egyptian mummy with polish on her finger and toe nails. Plus the
real cld mosiacs that made their floor. Then there is a statue

of Apollo dating from L2 A,D,,etc.

This will probably end my letter and I do hope you can
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read it and will enj%% it. I tried to make it interesting but

I am no writer. The trip was worth much to me due to the Pope

and the Pilgrimage. I feel now as if I could never be horrible
again!
Love to all

Rita




‘ Tuesday, Dwccember 12, 1950
Dear Folks,

. Tell me ‘the truth now did you notice the corner of this
eﬂ@elope? Joe came home st 12:20 yesterday to tell me he was
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and to proceed with plans for a
party. When‘one gets up there it is necessary to have a large
prqmdiiqn party that evening and all must come and all must be
invited. So we really.had to wqu, had to phéne all the girls,
make all the arrangements, etc.

We had a cocktail party supposedly from 7 to 9 but the last
guests didn't leave until 12;102 Approximately 82 people came.
We had it here in our house and I can tell you even with that manj
people we Were not crowded so you can figure out the size of
this place. _ A 4 _

We hired a pilanist, fiddler, barman, male helper, and what they
call here a éhef(he more or_iess takes care of everything). We

had all kinds of drinks, hors d'oeuvres, had the florist come and

~decorate the_housg Christmassy and everything was a success.,

This promotion is really quite an honor and although we knew

his turn was coming up soon we didn't realize this soon. Also -

‘many as you go higher up are turned down, Joe is thrilled to

pieces and was shaking like a ;eaf last night. He had it fixed
up with the bar man he would drink nothing for he was so nervous.
I had a wonderful time talking to everyone and the house received

lots of praise. It did come at a good time for it now eliminates

~ having a Christmas party.

Excerpt from Rita's letter



